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Berlin's Dividing Wall

At the end of World War II, Germany was divided into four zones. The United States,
Great Britain, and France each controlled a part of Germany. Their sections were in
the West. The Soviet Union controlled the eastern part of Germany. The capital of
Germany was Berlin. Berlin was located in the eastern section and was surrounded
by Russian forces. However, Berlin was also divided into four zones.
Germany was in very bad condition after the war. Buildings were destroyed. Many
thousands of people were not working. German money had no value. To help the
Germans, the United States printed new money. The Soviet Union did not accept the
new money. They wanted the Germans in the eastern section to use Soviet money.
The Russians were angry at the United States for printing new money so they
blocked the highways and trains that went into Berlin. This meant that the people
living in West Berlin (which was supported by the U.S.) would have no way to get
supplies. For almost one full year, the United States flew planes over Sovietcontrolled Germany to bring supplies to people in Berlin. In 1949, Germany officially
divided into two separate countries, East Germany and West Germany. German
citizens were free to travel to either of the two Germanys. For the next 1 years
many people left East Germany and moved to West Germany because West
Germany offered people a better life.
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By 1960, the East German
government realized that too
many people were moving
from East Germany to West
Germany. The government
asked the leader of the Soviet
Union, Nikita Khrushchev, for
help. Khrushchev sent the
Russian military to East
Germany. The military closed
the roads that led from East
Germany to West Germany
and placed guards on the
roads. The military also placed
barbed wire fences around
West Germany to keep East
Germans from crossing into the
American-controlled zone.

Building the Berlin Wall
(Courtesy of Betsy Morris)
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In 1961, the Soviet Union
paid for a permanent wall to
be built where the barbed
wire had been placed in
Berlin. This was done to keep
people from leaving East
Germany. The wall was built
around West Berlin so that
East Germans couldn't cross
into the free part of the city.
Barbed wire was placed on
top of much of the wall.
Buildings next to the wall
were emptied and later torn
down. Some houses next to
the wall were boarded up to
stop people from jumping
and climbing over the wall.

The Berlin Wall
(Courtesy of Betsy Morris)

In 1963, President John F. Kennedy went to Berlin. He wanted to show the German
people that Americans had not stopped thinking of them. President Kennedy said,
"All free men, wherever they may live, are citizens of Berlin, and therefore as a free
man, I take pride in the words, Ich bin ein Berliner [I am a Berliner]."
By 1989, the government of East Germany had changed. The new government was
no longer communist. The government wanted the people of Berlin to once again
travel anywhere in the city. East Germany and West Germany also chose to become
one country, and the Berlin Wall finally came down.
The Berlin Wall was a reminder to Americans about people forced to live under
communism. Between 1962 and 1989, hundreds of people tried to escape from
behind the wall. Some dug tunnels, many used ropes and ladders, and one family
flew over in a hot air balloon. More than 200 people died trying to escape East
Germany. Even more were captured and placed in prison for trying to escape.
Finally in 1989, citizens on both sides of the wall took hammers to the wall. They
were able to make holes in the wall and pull it down. After more than 25 years,
Berlin was once again one city.
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Brainstorming Questions
1. You may never see your friends on the other side of the wall again. What will you miss most
about them?

2. Do you have any family members or other close family friends who live on the other side of the
wall? If so, what will you miss most about them?

3. What changes will you and your family need to make now that some close friends or relatives
are on the other side of the wall?

4. Would you risk severe punishment, or possible death, to sneak across the wall?

5. Identify some methods that you might use to help your friends get across the wall.

6. Why would a government feel the need to place a wall around its people?
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