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Chances are you know someone who lived during the Great Depression
(1929-1942)-an uncle, aunt, grandmother, grandfather, or someone not
related to you-a teacher, for example. Practically everyone who lived during this time was affected in some way-people who lived on farms, people
who lived in cities, poor people, middle-class families. Many people lost
their jobs, their businesses, their savings, and their homes. To make matters worse, many natural disasters such as floods, windstorms, and drought
struck the land during the 1930s.
.
The children who lived during the Great Depression had to adjust to hard
times. In the story beginning on page 16, you can read about how the life
of a Nebraska boy and his family changed during this time, and beginning
on page 28, read about how a city girl learned to accept the realities of
the Depression. Some children were not as fortunate as these two and were
left homeless or without families. Some young people wandered throughout
the United States (see "Nomads of the Depression," beginning on page 31),
and others lived with their families in makeshift shelters called Hoovervilles.
How did the Great Depression start? Why was it called a Great Depression? And, how long did it last? All these questions and more are dealt
with beginning on page 6 and in the following story on page 8.
Many people were discouraged and desperate during this time and felt
that the government should help them. Some people became politically
active and protested. One famous protest occurred in 1932. A band of men
went to Washington, D.C., to demand that the government pay them the
money owed them for fighting in World War 1. Their protest was
violent, and it was not until 1936 that the government
paid them (see "The Bonus March," beginning on
~
.:>
page 19).
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Many people sold apples for a nickel apiece
in order to survive during the Depression.
People's unhappiness with the conditions caused by the Great Depression
became obvious in 1932, the worst year
of the Depression. Herbert Hoover, the
president of the United States at the out'
break of the Depression, did not win reelection. It was generally felt that he was
unsympathetic to the needs of the
American people. In 1932, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt (FDR) won the presidential election and with his New Deal
programs, promised to improve the con'

dition of the United States. One of the
programs established by FDR was the
Civilian Conservation Corps (see "Put'
ting Young Men to Work," beginning on
page 11), an organization that gave jobs
and homes to many boys. The Works
Projects Administration (WPA) was also
started during this time. Some of the art'
ists who received work from the WP A
painted murals on the walls of public
buildings, such as post offices (see "New
Deal Art Gallery ," beginning on page
22). Many of these murals can still be
seen.
During the Great Depression, people
needed to forget their troubles. Radio
programs and moving pictures offered au,
diences visions of a "trouble-free world."
Fantasy films like The Wizard of OZ and
animated fairy tales like Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs were popular. Toys and
games were hard to come by during the
Depression so children made or invented
their own (see ''Entertainment in the
1930s," beginning on page 38).
Although the Great Depression end,
ed after the U.S. entry into World War
II, the United States .has undergone
several periods of hard times since then.
Even before the Great Depression there
were many periods of hard times. Today,
we have learned from the Great Depression and the programs started then. People, particularly the poor, the aged, and
the unemployed, get relief such as food
stamps, social security, and unemployment compensation from government
agencies. The Great Depression is an important period in our history, and reading
about it can help you to understand how
the economy of the United States strong,
ly affects our lives.
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Some Questions add Answers
About the GreatDepression
What was the Great
Depression?
The Great Depression was a period of
time (1929,1942) when America faced
some of the hardest times in the country's history. Thousands of businesses
went bankrupt, thousands of banks failed,
and millions of people lost their jobs.
Many people wound up homeless and
had to sell their possessions in order to
survive. Also during the Great Depression, America was struck by a tremendous natural disaster that produced the
Dust Bowl. (A complete article on the
Dust Bowl appears in CoBBLESTONE'S De'
cember 1983 issue: "Making and Break,
ing the Soil.")

What caused the Great
Depression?
There were several main causes, and
some of them are quite complicated.
Much of the problem had to do with the
amount of money people made for their
work compared to the goods they pro'
duced. In general, the 1920s were good
years for businesses in America. Many
goods were being produced, many people were employed producing the goods,
and many people were buying the goods.
But- some groups did not earn enough
money to continue buying goods. Farm,
ers, for example, made fairly little for
their crops during the 20s. As a result,
they had trouble paying their bills, and
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some farmers went out of business. Other
workers,such as those in the coal and
textile industries, received .low pay for
their work and could not afford to buy
the many goods being produced. For a
while they bought on credit, but later
they stopped buying all together. When
people stopped buying, businesses had to
slow down production. This meant some
of the workers who produced the goods
lost their jobs, and companies lost
money.
Another major cause of the Depression
was the Stock Market crash of 1929.

What was the crash?
To understand the crash, you need to
know a little about stocks. When you buy
stock in a company, it means you buy a
small share in that company. The com'
pany can use the money you pay to buy
the stock to improve the company. If the
company does well in its business, your
share of the company increases in value,
and you receive what is called a "dividend" for your stock-a kind of cash
reward for your support of the company.
During the 1920s, when business was
good, many people bought shares of stock
in companies. Often this was done "on
speculation." This meant people bought
stocks not because they were interested
in supporting a company or receiving
dividends, but because they believed the
value of the stocks would increase, and
they, therefore, would later sell the

.The Volunteers of Americas Soup Kitchen
in Washington, D.G, fed the unemployed.
stocks at a higher price than they had
paid. Because businesses seemed to be
constantly improving in the 1920s, there
was always someone willing to pay a high
price for stocks. Many of these "speculators" borrowed money from banks to
buy stocks, knowing they could later sell
the stocks at a higher price, repay the
bank, and still make a profit.
But in October 1929, disaster struck.
The speculation buying had pushed stock
prices so high that the prices were actual,
ly much greater than many companies
were worth. Buyers began to become reluctant to pay the high prices. There was
a great rush to sell stocks, but now few
buyers were interested. Prices dropped
drastically as sellers tried to attract
buyers, and the stock market "crashed."
This had a devastating effect on people
who had borrowed money and paid high
prices for stocks, and on the companies
they had supported. The day on which
the stock market crashed - Thursday, October 24, 1929-became known as Black
Thursday, and is considered to mark the
start of the Great Depression.

How were the problems
of the Great Depression
solved?
Much of the credit for solving or lessen,
ing the problems is given to the New
Deal policies of President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt. Roosevelt was elected
in 1932 and introduced programs that

created many jobs for unemployed
people. *
The United States did not start to lift
itself out of the Great Depression until
the start of World War II in 1939 when
many Americans went to work producing materials for the war effort.

Will there ever be
another Great Depression?
Depression has struck the U.S. many
times in its 200,year history. It seems to
be part of the natural cycle of business
and the economy. During the early
1980s, the nation experienced a time
called a "recession," a kind of mild
depression. What made the Great
Depression "great" was that it struck so
many people so severely. The many pro'
. grams that came out of the New Deal
and are still in place today seem likely
to prevent the great human suffering of
the 1930s from happening again. But
most experts on the economy would
agree today that America will continue
to face periods of difficult times again in
the future.

1

"Nore: Roosevelt was elected in 1932. His inauguration rook
place on March 4. 1933.
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The Depression Years
by Nancy Hayes
In 1929, Io-vear-old Gordon Parks was
putting himself through high school by
working part-time at an exclusive social
club in Minnesota. That fall, he recorded the events that changed his life:
By Thursday [October 24] the
entire world knew. "Market
Crashes-Panic
Hits Nation!"
one headline blared. The news,
papers were full of it, and I rea~
everything I could get my hands
on, gathering in the full meaning of such terms as Black Thursday, deflation, and depression. I
couldn't imagine such financial
disaster touching my small world;
it surely concerned only the rich.
But by the first week of Novernber I too knew differently; along
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with millions of others across the
nation, I was without a job. All
that next week I searched for any
kind of work that would prevent
my leaving school. Again it was,
"We're firing, not hiring." "Sorry,
sonny, nothing doing here."
Finally, on the seventh of
November I went to school and
cleaned out my locker, knowing
it was impossible to stay on.
Black Thursday, as it came to be
known , dramatically changed the lives
of many people. As stock prices dropped
lower and lower that day, speculators
desperately cashed in their stocks for
whatever they were worth. Many people
who had invested heavily in the stock
market lost large fortunes.

The construction of the Empire State Build,
ing was completed in 1931.
At first, President Herbert Hoover
tried to reassure the nation that what had
happened on Wall Street was only a
temporary problem. Nobody knew how
much the country would suffer as a result
of the wild speculation that led to the
stock market panic.
Most Americans, of course, owned no
stocks at all, so they were not in danger
of going bankrupt overnight. But soon
Black Thursday had a chain reaction,
and one person's misfortune led to
another's. As the rich began to cut down
on their expenses, people who depend,
ed on them were affected. It was not long
before the Depression affected rich and
poor alike. People went without new
clothes, shoes, and other goods. As a
result, stores suffered. Eventually,
businesses that were not doing well
financially postponed plans to expand,
laid off employees, or closed altogether.
As the situation worsened, President
Hoover urged business leaders such as
Henry Ford to expand their companies
and keep on their employees. For a time,
Ford increased wages at his Detroit
automobile plant to $7 a day, but even,
tually he, like other employers, was
forced to cut workers' wages in order to
stay in business.
Hoover and his advisers tried to come
up with other ways to bring the country
out of its depression. The President's

In 1937, Hoovervilles surrounded the
city of Seattle, Washington.
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Organization for Unemployment Relief
(R~'OUR)'for example, was an attempt to
e courage people to help the needy by
sh ing food. Unfortunately, these pro'
gra ~ had little effect.
T oday, most people who lose their jobs
receive money or food stamps from the
government. In the 1930s no such pro'
gram existed. People depended on relatives or private charities for help in hard
times.
During the Depression,
people
disagreed on the best way to help the unemployed. President Hoover, for one,
believed that people should be self,
reliant. He believed that if the govern,
ment fed and sheltered the unemployed
it would go into debt. Hoover was wide,
ly criticized for allowing public funds to
pay for food for farmers' livestock but not
for human beings.
By March of 1930, millions of people
across the country were unemployed. In
the fall of that year, the International
Apple Shippers' Association decided to
sell apples to the unemployed on credit.
For the next few years, men, women, and
children could be seen selling 5,cent apples on street comers across the land.
Unable to pay the rent or to find work,
March 1984/COBBLESTONE
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In his famous radio "fireside
chats," .FD R kept Amen,
cans up,to,date on the con'
ditions in the country.
some people found themselves and their
furniture on the sidewalk. In larger cities
across the country, the homeless congregated in abandoned lots and made jerry'
built "homes" of cast-off pieces of wood.
These growing communities were sarcastically called Hoovervilles.
During this time, banks stopped lend,
ing money. In 1930 and 1931, many
banks failed, and people lost all their
money (today, banks insure people'sbank
accounts). People who had put money
away "for a rainy day" lived off their savings; others borrowed from friends or
were forced to go to private charities for
help; and others wound up begging for
food on street comers.
Businessesand public institutions were
also affected by the closings and failures
of banks. The Empire State Building in
New York City was completed in 1931,
but remained half empty for several years.
Some schools were closed, and in spite
of child-labor laws, children could be
found working in factories to help sup'
port their families.
By 1932, the worst year of the Depression, one out of four Americans came
from a family that had no full-time bread,
winner. The spirits of the nation were
so low that not even a popular song like
"Happy Days Are Here Again" could
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cheer people for long. But life was not
unbearable all the time. Some people
had never lost their jobs, and others
managed to get by. And there were
always diversions. The new sports of
miniature golf and tree sitting were
popular forms of recreation.
In March 1932, two and a half years
after~laCk Thursday, people were ready
for c nge. Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
the ne ly elected president, promised to
do just that. On his Inauguration Day,
FDR stressed the need for immediate action. Many Americans who had grown
impatient with Hoover hoped that the
new president might solve the riddle of
the Depression.
Guided by a group of advisers that
came to be called his ''brain trust,"
Roosevelt acted quickly to help restore
the nation. Several programs in par'
ticular are associated with his first term
in office. He created the Civilian Con'
servation Corps (CCC) , which put as
many as 500,000 men to work in forests.
Another program employed people to
build dams, bridges, and other public
works. But perhaps Roosevelt's greatest
contribution was instituting federal relief
to the unemployed. The Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA)
gave funds to state relief agencies for
direct aid to the needy . To the millions
of people who were unemployed, Roose,
velt's "New Deal" programs were
welcome indeed.
Roosevelt's efforts to end the Depresion gave new hope to many people. But
even after the country had fully recovered, the people who lived through-the
Depression never forgot the hardships
they suffered.

1
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For most of the fifteen million young
Americans 16'ro 29 years,of age, the new
year of 1933 brought only crushed
dreams and despair. The Great Depression destroyed hopes for college and
careers. Unable to find work, many
youths in the larger cities turned to
crime. Thousands more became teen-age
hoboes roaming the nation and searching
in vain for employment.
I
Franklin Roosevelt, the new president,
brought hope and reassurance to these
youths. Aware of the conditions facing
America's youth, Roosevelt urged Congress to fund a new youth organization.
The organization had two major goals,
to provide useful work for needy young
men, and to employ these youths in a
program of national conservation of
America's deteriorating natural resources.
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This photograph taken in 1933 shows CCC
enrollees in Montana during their lunch
hour.
On March 31, 1933, the Civilian Conservation Corps, or CCC as it was
popularly called, began operations.
Although the Corps was a voluntary
civilian organization, the Army was
assigned the responsibility of providing
the enrollees with physical exams, outfits, and camp discipline. The camps
were supervised by regular or reserve Ar~
my officers, but the work projects were
carried out under the direction of other
government agencies.
Applicants were selected by state and
local relief agencies and were from needy
families. Enrollees were required to be
male, 17 to 28 years of age, unmarried,
March 1984{COBBLESTONE
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These CCC boys show off the many tools
used in their work.

unemployed, and not in school. (Some
camps of female enrollees were briefly set
up.) They were paid $30 per month, but
$25 was deducted from their pay and sent
directly to their families. The $5 that was
left over was more than most boys were
accustomed to having.
The Corps also included older war
veterans and Indians. The enrollees
came from every part of America. There
were city boys from ghettos who had
never seen more than a few trees at a
time, and country boys who were in awe
of the vast western prairies and deserts.
Many were illiterate (they could not read
or write).
Often there was no time to build per'
manent camps, so for the first years of

12

COBBLESTONE/March

1984

the program many enrollees lived in
tents. Despite the rather primitive con,
ditions, morale was high and food "was
plentiful-a new experience for many of
the underprivileged youths. By the
mid,1930s, barracks replaced most of the
tent camps. Camps varied in size, but
most averaged two hundred men.
A typical workday began at 6 A.M.
After breakfast, the men were usually
taken to their worksite by truck. The
workday was eight hours long. Some'
times when they fought forest fires, the
men remained on duty for days at a time.
After work hours, the enrollees were
usually free until the 11 P.M. curfew.
They were permitted off-base and often
visited the nearest town. All types of
sports and handicrafts were encouraged.
Religious services for all faiths were of,
fered. Dances were held at some camps.

Many camps formed their own band or
orchestra. Camp newspapers were also
popular.
Education was another primary goal of
the Corps. Thousands of unemployed
teachers were hired, and night classes in
many subjects were offered. Vocational
courses were also taught. In a nine-year
period, more than one hundred thousand
youths were taught to read and write, five
thousand obtained high-school certificates, and around two hundred received
college degrees.
All was not study and play, however.
The work programs assigned to the Corps
were badly needed. Over many years,
millions of acres of fertile land had been
destroyed by drought and soil erosion.
Woods had been destroyed by irresponsible and wasteful cutting of timber, and
millions of acres were made bare by hot,
dry winds.
For the Department of Agriculture, the
Corps cleared millions of acres of brush
from the lands devastated by the wasteful
cutting of timber. They planted billions
of seedlings in those areas that today are
valuable stands of commercial trees. Soil
erosion was slowed or stopped by new
fanning procedures carried out by CCC
members. Thousands of wells dug in the
disaster grazing areas provided water for
stock farmers.
Fighting the thousands of yearly fires
in dry forest areas was another major job
for the Corps. They cut thousands of
miles of firebreaks, made fire roads, built
fire towers, and cleared the land of
timber and brush. Many enrollees fought
dangerous fires, and a few lost their lives.
For the National Parks, the CCC de,
veloped hundreds of new parks and

This CCC boy is using a backpack pump
on a ground fire.
campsites-recreation
areas you use today. Trails, lakes, picnic areas, swimming
pools-all were constructed by the Corps.
They established wildlife refuges, built
fish-rearing ponds, opened springs,
stockedlakes and streams with fish, and
planted food for game birds, waterfowl,
and other wildlife.
In nine years, the three million Corps,
men accomplished many things. Billions
of trees were planted, millions of acres
were saved from erosion, and wildlife was
restored and protected. The Corps was
also valuable to the members themselves.
They received health and education services and gained self-respect. They also
learned firsthand to appreciate America's
natural resources and the importance of
its conservation for future generations.
When World War II began in Europe
in 1939, America began to build up its
armed forces and defense industries.
Better-paying jobs became plentiful, and
the skills learned by the enrollees were
in great demand. Enrollees also began
military training. Because there was a
decrease in available youth, the Corps
was officially closed out in 1942.
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Mustard
and the CCC Boys
by Louise Boyd James

Mustard poses with the boys at the Boiling Springs Camp.

The Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) was organizedduring the Depression. By September 1935, more than
500,000 young men had enlist,
ed. At the Boiling Springs
Camp in northwest Oklahoma,
one enlistee was a young German shepherd dog named
Mustard.
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Mustard arrived in camp
shortly after it opened in July
1935. He soon became the
camp mascot, called "Kid
Mustard."
According to Orville E. Ross,
who served at Boiling Springs, .
"Mustard was always in charge
of the camp. If anyone from
camp came in late at night, he

was always there to greet them
but never barked. If a stranger
came around, he really barked
and made a lot of noise." Some,
times he bit visitors not wear,
ing military uniforms.
Mustard became a special
friend to Ross Grice. Grice was
very lonely when he first arrived
in camp. He did not make
friends easily and had not been
away from home before.
Grice worked in the kitchen
where he would slip food out
the back door to Mustard.
Mustard was soon following
Grice all around camp. When
Grice later became bugler and
played for the evening's retreat
ceremony, Mustard howled
along with him.
The camps were organized
similar to military posts, and
regulations said "no dogs." The
camp commander had Mustard
taken away from camp several
times. Once he was taken more
than two hundred miles from
camp, but he always returned.
When Grice was discharged,
he intended to take Mustard
home with him. But, he could
not find Mustard the day he left
the camp.

Grice did not know what hap,
pened to Mustard, but Orville
Ross did. Ross was there in July
1940 when the Boiling Springs
Camp closed. The men were
transferred to a CCC camp in
Estes Park, Colorado.
Ross said, "As I recall, the
orders were that Mustard could
not go to Colorado. When the
train pulled out of Woodward,
Oklahoma, Mustard was on
board in one of the freight cars,
looking out the door."
Alton Grammer was also
among the members of the
camp who went to Colorado,
and he was able to add the final
chapter to Mustard's story.
Grammer recalled, "Mustard
did not adapt to his new home
very well. He could not tolerate
the trespassing porcupines, and
never learned to leave them
alone. After many encounters
(and getting porcupine quills in
his mouth), he died of infection
and starvation because he could
not eat."
Even today, though, the
CCC boys who worked and
lived at Boiling Springs
remember Mustard as part of
their experience from those
long ago years.
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<>-GrowingUp During
the Depression
b David J. Wilson

I grew up during the Great Depression
of the 1930s. It was a-time of very little
_ money, extremes in weather, and learning to do without. It was a tough time
to be a young, growing boy. I was only
eight years old when the Depression
started in October 1929. My family lived
on a farm in eastern Nebraska. We raised
corn, wheat, oats, cattle, hogs, chickens,

16

COBBLESTONE/March

1984

sheep, and any other crop that would
earn money.
Before the Depression, my father was
able to buy new machinery to help with
the farm work. My father was always buying a new car or truck. When a crop was
sold, my father would buy presents for
the whole family. We even had gaslights
in every room of our house. The gas was

The unusual weather
conditions of the 1930s
made soil erosion a common sight. RIGHT: Midwest
farmers sometimes had to
auction off their machinery.

LEFT:

piped from a large tank in the kitchen.
We did not have electricity on our farm;
at that time nobody did. The gaslights
burned as brightly as the electric lights
of today.
I can't remember when the Depression
actually began, but I do remember my
parents becoming very quiet and concerned. My father began to sell some of
the cattle and some of his new farm
machinery. Land was also put up for sale.
The gaslights in our house were put out
and replaced by a single kerosene lamp.
Our house seemed dark and cheerless.
A change in the weather pattern made
the Depression seem worse. Summers
were unusually hot and dry, and the
winters were extremely cold and windy.
In the summer, the temperature inside
our house was unbearable. We pulled our
mattresses, blankets, and quilts out into
the yard to sleep. We must have presented quite a sight to the rare passerby: the
whole family sleeping in the yard with

quilts and blankets scattered about.
We did not have air conditioners, but
we tried everything we could think of to
stay cool. We even tried hanging wet
towels over the open windows, hoping
the evaporating water would cool the
room. That idea didn't work!
The dry rainless weather affected my
family's farm a great deal. The lack of
water ruined our crops. One summer our
com grew only as large as my thumb.
After days of no rain, huge cracks, big
enough for me to run around and hide in,
opened in the ground. Sometimes the
wind blew for days and days, sending
huge clouds of dust into the sky. The sky
turned black with dust, and the wind
deposited dust in my clothes, in my food,
and in every comer of the house. The
dust was everywhere!
The winters were bitterly cold, and the
wind never stopped blowing. Many times
the temperature dropped to thirty degrees
below zero! We had to bundle up in
March 1984/COBBLESTONE
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Wood,burning stoves provided warmth to
many school children in the 1930s. FDR's
picture is hanging on the door in the upper
right,hand corner.
woolen long underwear and heavy
clothes for the long, cold walk to school.
When I reached school, my cheeks, nose,
and ears were alwayswhite with frostbite.
The schoolhouse was overheated by a
wood-burning stove, and I couldn't sit
still-my woolen long underwear made
me itch.
We could not afford coal to heat our
house so my father and I cut wood for
our one stove. No matter how much
wood we burned in that stove, the mom'
ings always greeted us with blown snow
on. our blankets and ice in the washtub.
Life was hard, but I was able to have

18

COBBLESTONE/March 1984

some fun. Saturday nights were always
fun. That was the night a traveling rnoving picture carne to town. A screen was
set up right in the middle of the main
street. The kids sat on benches or the
curb while the adults sat in their cars.
It was one of the first drive, in movies.
Another special time was when my
father took me to a livestock auction.
There was always some sympathetic per,
son there who would give me a nickel
for a bottle of pop (soda). Oh how
wonderful it tasted!
The Depression was hard, and it affected everyone. I hope that young people never have to go through another
depression. But even though there were
a lot of hardships, I was just a young boy,
and I do remember having some fun.
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The
Bonus March
r

by Edison S. Mcintyre

During the years of the Great Depression, several incidents reflected the
tremendous frustration and unhappiness
many people sufferedin those hard times.
One such incident occurred on July 28,
1932.
In May of that year, several thousand
Americans-almost all of them unernployed veterans of World War I- began
to converge on Washington, D.C. They
went there to convince Congress to pay
all American veterans a cash bonus for

Because of hard times, Warid War I
veterans came to Washington, D. c., in
1932 to demand a bonus payment.
their wartime service. These veterans
became known as the "Bonus Marchers."
Congress had approved a veterans'
bonus back in 1924, but the moneyabout $1,000 for each man-was not to
be paid until 1945. The veterans who
went to Washington in 1932 thought the
money should be paid immediately. They
felt the money would enable them to
March 1984/COBBLESTONE
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support themselves and their families.
They also wanted to help businesses that
were suffering because of the Depression
by buying their products.
Led by Walter Waters, a former Army
sergeant from Oregon,
the veterans
organized themselves as "The Bonus Expeditionary Force." Many people in the
federal government were uneasy about
having so many poor, hungry men in the
nation's
capital.
President
Herbert
Hoover refused to meet with their
leaders. But Washington's police chief,
Pelham Glassford, and other officials
helped the veterans-as
many as 20,000
at one time-find
places to sleep and
enough food to eat.
Many members of Congress were sympathetic to the veterans, especially those
running for re-election that year. These
members wanted to convince voters that
they supported the well-liked veterans.
On June 15, the House of Representa-
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tives passed a bill that would have paid
the bonus right away. But two days later
the Senate-most
of whose members
were not up for re-election in 1932decided against the bill.
. Most of the bonus marchers stayed in
Washington,
hoping the Senate would
change its vote. The Senators who opposed the bonus felt that the federal
government did not have the moneythree or four billion dollars-needed
to
pay it. They also felt the money would
have gone only to a small percentage of
all Americans out of work, as well as to
many who still had jobs.
Congress adjourned on July 16, 1932,
without reconsidering
the bonus bill.
More veterans began to leave Washing~
ton. The Veterans Administration
gave
train fare to some of them. But other
marchers vowed to stay in Washington
"until 1945" if necessary.
Tension began to mount among the

Violence erupted on July 28, 1932, between
bonus marchers and Army soldiers.
marchers and some federal officials who
saw no reason for the veterans to remain
in Washington after Congress adjourned.
Most of the veterans stayed in a muddy
camp along the Anacostia River, away
from the center of the city, but some
marchers lived in ruined buildings in the
heart of Washington. The tension be'
tween marchers and officials erupted on
July 28, when police moved in to evict
several hundred veterans from an old
building just a few blocks from the
Capitol. The eviction went peacefully at
first, but around noon a group of veterans
attacked the police. One of them even
hit Chief Glassford with a brick and
ripped his badge off his shirt.
That skirmish ended quickly, but more
serious trouble occurred less than two
hours later. A policeman slipped and fell,
then panicked and fired into a crowd of
veterans. Another policeman fired. Two
veterans died and several were wounded.
The violence frightened some federal
officials. They asked President Hoover
to call out the Army to evict the bonus
marchers from downtown Washington.
The President agreed.
At about 4:30 that afternoon, six
Army tanks' started up Pennsylvania_
A venue toward the bonus marchers.
They were followed by 600 soldiers. The
troops were led by the Army's highest,
ranking officer, Chief of Staff General
Douglas MacArthur. His aide that day
was a major named Dwight D. Eisen,
hower, the future 34th president of the
United States.
The soldiers carried loaded rifles,

because there had been rumors that some
of the veterans were armed. But no more
shots were fired that day. The soldiers
used tear gas and bayonets to threaten
the marchers and clear them from the
downtown area. Several veterans and
some soldiers were hurt. Some of the
veterans had their families with them.
One three-month old baby, Bernard
Myers, was killed in the skirmish.
However, General MacArthur went
beyond the orders of President Hoover.
The President wanted the veterans kept
at their Anacostia River camp until they
could be sent home. That evening,
MacArthur ordered his men to drive the.
veterans from the camp area. The Army
burned the camp.
The Bonus March was over by the
next morning, but the effects of the
Bonus March lingered on in American
politics. Many Americans, including
some officials of the government, were
shocked that President Hoover would
"unleash"
armed soldiers against
unemployed men who themselves had
worn the same uniform only 15 years
earlier.
Newspaper accounts, photographs, and
newsreel films of the "Battle of
Washington" convinced many people
that President Hoover's administration
did not care about the plight of
America's unemployed people.
The Bonus March certainly did not
help Hoover's 1932 presidential earnpaign against Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Roosevelt won the election. Like
Hoover, Roosevelt opposed immediate
payment of the bonus, but the veterans'
repeated efforts with Congress finally
paid off. They got their bonus in 1936. ~
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New Deal
The art in this exhibit was done during the Depression. The federal govern,
ment under Roosevelt sponsored pro'
grams that put many unemployed artists
to work. In one program, artists painted
murals in many federal buildings across
the country. Our gallery displays a few
of these murals. Remember as you look
at these wall paintings that they reflect
a part of America's cultural and historical
heritage.
~

ABOVE:Purchase of North Bergen from the Indians by Avery Johnson. Post
Office, North Bergen, New Jersey. 1942. RIGHT:Stage Coach Attacked by Ban'
dits by William Palmer. Post Office Department Building, Washington, D.C.
1937.

22

COBBLESTONE/March 1984

Art Gallery
LEFT: Conference with Sir- William
Johnson with the Indians by Henry
Schnakenberg. Post Office, Amsterdam, New York. 1939. BELOW:Insular Possessions by James Michael
Newel. Department of the Interior
Building, Washington, D.C. 1939.
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I

~.-~

ABOVE:Vicksburg-Its Character and Industries by H. Amiard Obertueffer.
Post Office and Courthouse, Vicksburg, Mississippi. 1939. BELOW:Street
Building- The Foundation of All Communication by Ralf Nickelsen. Parcel
Post Building, Worcester, Massachusetts. 1940.

:..~~-~~
ABOVE:Autumn in Iowa by John O.R. Sharp. Post Office, Bloomfield, Iowa. 1939.
BELOW:Tennessee Valley Authority by Xavier Gonzales. Post Office and Courthouse,
Huntsville, Alabama. 1937.

Paintings provided by the Public Buildings Service, General Services Administration

A Trip to Hooverville
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
A Note from the Editor
Ruth Wheeler has just turned 14 when the Great Depression strikes: :Sh.e
thinks. of-the Depression as something that affects only otherpeople,-=adults
_:
..' and rich-people, Surely, she thinks, theDepression will ~ot~-.)n~¢ifer~~wi~h
her-dreamsof going to college and becoming a teacher_Bu(graduaUVc~tlth's
"tbcperi~"Ce&revealto her.thatshe, her parents,and her younger sister-Dawn,
from the "hard times" affecting all of America,". :-

3renot"safe
,

'--

, ,~" 'c-:'

' ,-

"Let's go for a ride," came Father's voice from the hallway below, but today it had a ring of duty about it, not of pleasure.
Ruth and Dawn got in the back seat and took turns holding the door
shut. The car had been dented two months ago and still had not been fixed.
It was easier holding the door than reminding Father-to have it repaired.
The raccoon collar on Mother's coat blocked the view out the front, so
Ruth watched through the side window. Usually the Sunday route was the
Excerpted from Walking Thraug/t the Darkby Phyllis Reynolds Naylor,
Reprinted by permission.
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same-straight east to the lake, then up through Jackson Park, Grant Parkpast the Field Museum and Buckingham Fountain -still north till they
reached Navy Pier. Then they would turn west, into the heart of the city,
and finally head south on Halsted, which ran the length of Chicago. But"
today the Pontiac turned west.
"Joe?" Mother said questioningly.
"We're going to see a Hooverville," Father replied. "It's time they knew
•what it's like."
Ruth was curious. She'd heard the word at school. No matter what hap'
pened, it was blamed on the President. Newspapers used for covers were
called Hoover blankets. Shanty towns were Hoovervilles. Father said that
if the Mississippi flooded, they'd blame that on Hoover, too. But this time
he used the word himself.
"What's a Hooverville?" Dawn asked.
"A place where people live when they don't have homes," her father
replied.
.
"Joe, she's so young... " Mother murmured.
"These are hard times, Duchess, and the girls have got to know."
They all fell silent then. When Father called her Duchess, Mother never
answered.
It was not as though Ruth had never seen poverty. She had seen the bread
lines on Maxwell Street, the soup kitchens, the men asleep under the
Michigan Avenue bridge. But somehow it had all seemed transitory.
Somewhere, she had felt, there was a home waiting-and after a week or
two looking for work, the men would go back to wherever they came from,
and get jobs somewhere else.
The houses became grayer and shabbier as the car rattled on, then disappeared abruptly as warehouses and factories took their place. For half an
hour Ruth watched as sidewalks gave way to crumbling curbstones, and
newsstands to broken glass. And suddenly there it was, on a once-vacant
lot-a Hooverville built around one side of an abandoned icehouse.
At first Ruth thought it was a city dumping ground. And then she saw
people moving about and realized that to them it was home. It was as though
the icehouse, beset by old age, had developed tumors that crept out from
one wall and oozed people. Sheets of corrugated tin leaned against its walls
forming metal tents for the families huddled underneath. A family ''hooked
on" to its neighbors with whatever it could find-a slab of plywood, a
few two-by-fours covered with layers of cardboard, a surplus army tent, a
box ....
Off to one side, a family lived in a deserted street-car, the elite of
Hooverville.
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"Is this it?" Dawn whispered to Ruth.
She nodded.
Slowly the Pontiac circled the lot. Dawn sat with her face against the
window, frankly staring, while Mother said nothing, lost, it seemed, in her
raccoon collar. Ruth's eyes searched through the makeshift city, amazed
at the desperate creativity of those who slept in concrete drainage ducts
or discarded bathtubs, looking for the place where, if such a calamity happened to her, she would choose to make a nest. She realized that only the
streetcar would do.
The Pontiac came back to the place where it began and started around
the lot a second time.
"Oh, Joe!" Mother said quickly.
"Dad! They'll all stare at us!" Ruth protested, pressing back against the
seat to escape their faces. But her father was determined.
"Take a good look," he said. "This is hard times. Don't ever forget it."
As the car moved around again, it was not the housing so much or the
makeshift clothing that captivated Ruth, but the faces-dull, blank faces
that seemed frozen with poverty.
They were passing a family of four living in an open piano crate. The
mother nursed the baby, the father lay either sick or asleep. But standing
outside, leaning against her home, was a girl slightly younger than Ruth,
staring back at her without blinking. And then, as their eyes met, the girl
sneered. Not openly-just a curling of the lips, a narrowing of the eyes,
a haughtiness of the brows-and Ruth closed her eyes tightly and did not
open them again till they were finally heading home.
"Was that really necessary?" Mother asked finally.
"Yes," Father answered. "That was really necessary."
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Nomads of the Depression
by George W. Beshore

:::;.

Alan crouched beside the railroad
track. The freight train rumbled by, pick,
ing up speed as it rolled out of town. It
was now or never.
Springing forward, he grabbed a steel
handrail on the side of a passing boxcar
and flattened his body against the moving train. Later, when it was out of the
yards-and safelyawayfrom the watchful
eyes of the railroad detectives- he would
climb to the top of the boxcar. From

there he could watch the countryside
flicker past as he rode westward across
the land.
At 17, Alan was one of an army of
over two million people who were "on
the road" in 1935 when the Great
Depression gripped the land. Over a
Many hoboes toured the country riding
similar boxcars. This boxcar is picking up
U.S. mail in Nevada in 1940.

l
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John Steinbeck, a famous American writer,
was a young hobo during the 19305.

quarter of a million of these "depression
nomads" were, like him, youths between
the ages of 16 and 2I.
A few, like Alan, whose mother and
father had drowned in a flash flood, were
orphans. Most had parents who were still
living but were unable to support their
families because they could not find any
kind of work.
Few girls were accepted into the ranks
of these wanderers. Some traveled any'
way, disguising themselves in men's
clothing. But most stayed clear of the
hobo camps, called "jungles," that en'
circled most towns.Who were these nomads, and where
did they come from? Some had been
wandering across the land since long
before hard times struck. They were pro'
fessional hoboes who avoided the new,
comers who now joined their ranks.
These "regulars" had secret marks that
they sometimes put on gates offarmsmarks that told other hoboes which
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farms were good places to stay, or where
a mean dog or a farmer with a shotgun
awaited any approaching beggar. They
had a language of their own, and they
were slow to share it with newcomers.
A "sap" referred to the club wielded by
railroad detectives. These detectives
were called "bulls." A man who "carried
a stick" was a fellow hobo who had all
of his earthly possessions tied up in. a
bundle that he carried on a staff.
Unlike the old-timers, the newcomers
included several types of people. There
were farmers who had lost their land,
bankers who had lost their banks, and
ragged bands of youths who could not
find work after graduating from high
school. Among those who helped build
a California reservoir in the mid,1930s
were farmers without land, ministers
without parishes, a high-school principal,
and the former president of a bank in
Missouri.
Although most of these wanderers
would never be heard from again, a few
became famous. John Steinbeck, an important American author, wandered with
the hoboes in California. In his book The
Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck draws on this
experience to tell about the Okies (the

name of Oklahomans) who were driven
from their land by depression and dust.
Eric Sevareid, who later became famous
as a television news commentator, was
another of the young men who gathered
around the flickering fires of the hobo
jungles in the early 1930s.
Government work programs were
created to provide jobs for this army of
the unemployed. One of these programs
was the National Youth Administration.
Its administrator in Texas was Lyndon
Johnson, the man who later became the
36th president of the United States.
In the end, it was a worldwide crisisrather than government programs-that
eliminated the hobo army. World War
II brought a demand for every ablebodied person to serve the country and
created jobs both in the armed forces and
in civilian life.
Alan, whom we met at the beginning
of this article, went to work in a California war plant. Eric Sevareid and John
Steinbeck served as war correspondents.
Thousands of other depression nomads
fought on battlefields from Normandy in
Europe to Okinawa in the Pacific.
Many died serving the country that
they had once viewed from the tops of
boxcars. Others came home in 1945 to
begin new lives-lives with much greater
opportunity than they had had in the
depressed 1930s.

f

The Texas branch of the National Youth
Administration under Lyndon Johnson gave
jobs to these young men.

Great Depression Glossary'
by Beth Turin Weston

Fireside Chats-With the fairly new means of talking to the country
through the radio, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt began a practice
which is still used by presidents today-the "Fireside Chat." The first one,
which he began with the phrase, "Myfriends... "-the same phrase he always
used-was delivered on March 12, 1933. The President used the chats to
explain his policies to the American people.
handies- With so many people unemployed and most of the rest having
little extra money to spend, people had to look for free forms of entertain'
ment during the Great Depression. They began to entertain each other.
"Handies" was one popular game during the 1930s that cost nothing and
could be played anywhere. The players made motions with their hands while
friends tried to guess what they represented. For example, one hand above
the other with all fingers straight out and wiggling represented five men
taking a shower.
Hoovervilles- The darkest, dreariest, and most disastrousyear of the Great
Depression was 1932. Thousands of jobless, moneyless, and homeless men
who had nowhere to go threw together ramshackle shanties made of card,
board and scrap tin. Communities of such homes came to be known as
"Hoovervilles." The name came from the feeling that the leaders of
government-and President Hoover in particular-deserved the blame for
the hard times. One Hooverville, called Hoover Valley, was built in the
bed of an old reservoir in New York City's Central Park.
Hoover blanket-The newspaper used as a cover by a homeless person
sleeping in the open.

e

Hoover hog-A jack rabbit. During the Great Depression, many people
could not affordto buy meat. Jack rabbits-for those who could catch tLemprovided an. inexpensive source of meat. The rabbits were usually tough
and not very tasty.
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isolationism-During
the 1930s, Hitler and his Nazis were threatening
eastern Europe, Japan invaded Manchuria and China" Italy sent bombersover Ethiopia in an attempt to seize an African empire, and civil war broke
out in Spain. The popular feeling in the United States was to stay out of
all foreign wars. This political doctrine, called "isolationism," was based on
the belief that the United States need not worry about such conflicts because
it was protected by having friendly neighbors to the north and south and
ocean barriers to the east and west.
.~

March of Dimes-At
the peak of a polio epidemic in 1937, President
Roosevelt announced the creation of the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, whose goal was to raise a million dollars for polio research.
Everybody from school children up was encouraged to "send a dime to the
White House." Comedian Eddie Cantor was the first to call it the "March
of Dimes," and the name stuck.

New Deal-Franklin
D. Roosevelt first spoke of the New Deal during his
speech accepting the Democratic presidential nomination in 1932. He prom'
ised "a new deal for the American people," and the words New Deal became
the label.for measures taken during his first two terms as president to fight
the Depression. The New Deal had both short-term and long-term goals.
In the short term, it aimed to provide relief for the needy and to bring about
the recovery of the nation as a whole. In the long term, it aimed to improve important economic institutions, such as banks, to prevent depression disasters from occurring again in the future. The New Deal was "new"
in its openness to new ideas and willingness to expand the role of the federal
government to meet its goals.

---oj

Okies-"Okies"
was the name given to the thousands of families that fled
their farms in the Great Plains during the Dust Bowl years. Though they
came from a dozen states, they were known mostly as "Okies" because
Oklahoma was one of the states hardest hit by the Dust Bowl. Most of the
Okies headed for California in battered trucks and worn family cars with
their furniture and other possessions stuffed inside and piled on the roofs.
Swing-"Swing" was a term that had sometimes been used to describe the
lively rhythms of jazz since its beginnings in the early part of this century.
But during the 1930s, "swing" came to mean the big band dance music that
swept the country in "swing fever." One of the most popular jazz musicians
of the era was clarinetist Benny Goodman, who became known as the King
of Swing when his big band radio show, Let's Dance, began in 1934 and
gained instant success.
March 1984jCOBBLESTONE
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by D.P. Brown

ELSEWHERE

Several monumental constructions
were completed. The Empire State
building was finished. It was the
world's tallest building and became a
worldwide sensation. The Hudson
River was spanned for the first time
at New York City by the George
Washington Bridge. More than
100,000 miles of wire were used in
the bridge's construction. Boulder
Dam was built across the Colorado
River. It created Lake Mead, the
greatest reservoir of its time. The
Golden Gate Bridge was completed
in San Francisco. It held the title as
the world's longest suspension bridge
for nearly thirty years.

While America was suffering
from the Great Depression ...

J""Af'AN
:tI-J\) ADE'D

MPttJct-\l.>t( iA.
The world was in political
and social upheaval. Dietators came to power in
Germany and Italy. Nations
became suspicious and
frightened of their
neighbors. Bigotry and
racism resulted in many
conflicts.
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Amelia Earhart was pioneering aviation. She was the first woman to fly
solo across the Atlantic Ocean. She
was the first person to fly from
Hawaii to California, a longer trip
than the America to Europe distance.
Earhart was lost when she attempted
to become the first woman to fly
around the world.

-.;:.:..-

Walt Disney produced Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs,
the first full length cartoon
feature. Hundreds of people·
spent three years drawing,
painting, and filming tens of
thousands of pictures. It was
released nearly half a century ago yet remains enormously popular.

Entertainment in the 1930s
by Karen Zeinert
Most children growing up in the Great
Depression did not have a lot of money
to spend on entertainment. There were,
however, inexpensive activities and toys
that millions of youngsters enjoyed.
One popular activity was listening to
radio programs. Radio stations broadcast
talent shows, quizzes, sports eventsespeciallybaseball games-and children's
programs which were filled with likable
heroes and lots of action.
Loyal listeners tuned in daily to hear
the latest adventures of teen-age Jack

t4

Arj

Armstrong, the "All-American Boy."
Jack was an outstanding athlete who
regularlyled his high-school teams to vie,
tory. He also set high standards for his
listeners. He never lied and always
showed great courage in dangerous
situations.
Children also listened to westerns. The
words "Hi-yo, Silver! Away!" were heard
in at least 20,000,000 homes three times
a week. The Lone Ranger, who shouted
those words after mounting his horse
Silver, was one of many western heroes.
Although the names of the stars varied,
the programs were quite similar. Most of
the cowboys had loyal sidekicks to help
them capture ''bushwhackers'' and "low,
down sidewinders." The heroes always
caught the outlaws right at the end of
the program after a thrilling horse chase, .
and they always refused rewards for their
hard work.
Mysteries were popular, too. Programs
like The Shadow and The Green Homet
taught .young listeners that crime did not
pay, while Tme Detective Mysteries taught
them that being helpful might. Each
True Detective Mysteries episode broad,
cast ended with a description of someone
wanted by the police. The announcer en'
couraged listeners to send any information they had to the network and offered
a $1000 reward if a tip led to an arrest.
and conviction.
Children also liked to' go to the

In March 1933, many people listened to the
''fireside'' chats of FDR on the radio.

--.

movies, especially on Saturday afternoon. For a dime, a moviegoer could see
an animated cartoon, one part of a serial
(a continuing story told one chapter at
a time), and a full-length movie or two:
The favorite serial heroes were Tarzan
of the jungle and Flash Gordon of the
faraway planet Mongo. The heroes of
most full-length features were cowboys,
familiar radio stars such as the Lone
Ranger or Tom Mix. Tom Mix made 180
westerns in the 1930s.
Sometimes members of the audience
showed support for their favorite stars by
bringing cap guns to the show and
shooting at the villains on the screen.

In the 1930s, people went to the movies to
forget their troubles.

Occasionally audiences became a little
too enthusiastic, filling the theater with
noise and smoke from exploding caps. As
a result, some theater owners required
young gunslingers to leave their weapons
at the door before entering the theater.
Besides westerns, children in the 1930s
watched films still shown today, The
Wizard of OZ and Walt Disney's Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs. Disney's film,
the first full-length animated movie, -contained 250,000 drawings. Children also
watched another child sing and dance.
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Her name was Shirley Temple. Miss
Temple made her first film in 1934 when
she was only five years old. By the time
she was six, her films sold over $5 million
worth of tickets a year.
What children heard on the radio and
saw in the movies influenced them in
their choice of toys. A large number of
radio programs were sponsored by cereal
companies. Besides a "pitch" from the
show's star to buy a box of cereal or two,
cereal companies offered listeners a
chance to have the toys they could not
afford to buy. By sending in box tops and
a little money-usually a dime-children
could order whistles, kites, badges, tops,
and rings. Jack Armstrong fans wanted
whistle rings like the one Jack wore and
used on his program and copies of the
secret whistle code. Many Tom Mix ad,
mirers ordered "branding irons" -rubber
stamps with Mix's initials-and straight,
shooter guns.
Children pretending to be cowboys or

detectives had to have play guns. If they
could not afford to buy one, and they did
not have enough box tops to order one,
they made a gun from wood, clothespins,
and rubber bands. Rubber-band guns
were probably the most popular home'
made toy in the '30s, and a good one
could shoot a rubber band ten feet.
Disney's movie created a demand for ~
dolls that looked like Snow White or one
" ..
of the dwarfs. Nearly $3 million worth
of Disney toys were sold shortly after the
movie came out in 1937. And most girls
wanted a Shirley Temple doll or at least
a look-alike.
During the hard times of the 1930s,
entertainment was popular and plentiful.
Radios, movies, heroes, and homemade
toys provided children with many hours ~
of pleasure.r
Gone with the Wind was made in 1939
and is still one of the most popular films of
all time.

Sa.y budd!'J
Cdn

you

spare

Plec:::15e)mi5ter. Tve b~en on

the breadline -Por weeks,I
Why) .say) I haven't had a
bite -tor day's.'

Wait! Your pJight has tooched my soo/) 0
shabhy person! Never let it be Sdid that

C.CrowlE s1;

J

waS ut1generous!

rm

giving '/ou that which is clo.sest to

my heart!

48

COBBLESTONE/March 1984

d

1'm not r-ich,

kid-ihe hats
rented.

