Read the following excerpt from FDR's first inaugural address. Answer the question that
follows in a complete sentence.
"This is a day of national consecration.

This is the time to speak the truth, the whole truth,

frankly and boldly. Nor need we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our country today.
This great nation will endure as it had endured, wJI revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let
me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself - nameless, unreasoning,
unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance. In every dark
hour of our national life a leadership of frankness and vigor has met that understanding and
support of the people themselves which is essential to victory. I am convinced that you will
again give that support to leadership in these critical days."
Adapted from Franklin D. Roosevelt: Us. President, Don Nardo
1. How would this speech encourage the people after having president. Hoover in office?

2. Why did FDR make the statement, "the only thing we have tc fear is fear itself'?

Seventh Grade, The Crash. the Dust. and the New Deal

2005 Colorado Unit Writing Project

51

Student Handbook-Level

B

How the New Deal Affects Us Today
The way Americans perceived their government was changed forever by Franklin Delano Roosevelt and
the New Deal. It is a legacy the nation eagerly embraced at the height of the Great Depression, and it
remains largely intact and in place today. There will always be some who will object to regulation, more
taxes, and big government, but for many Americans these have become an accepted way of life. Very
few of our citizens could imagine things being any different than they are. FDR and the New Deal put
into place legislation and agencies that have extended the government's role into the daily lives of all
Americans. Some of these vastly improved the quality of life and were intended to make sure that never
again would the people of this nation suffer as they did through the depression of the 1930s.
In your cooperative groups, please discuss the items below, research them, and fill out the chart.
Describe the program and determine whether or not it still exists in some form today in your
community, state, and nation. Place a check in the box if a program does or does not exist today.

New Deal Program
1.

Describe the Program

AAA

DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD
DD

Agricultural Adjustment Act
2.

3.

4.

5.

CCC
Civilian Conservation Corps

SEA
Securities Exchange Act

FDIC
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.

FHA
Federal Housing Authority

NLRA
6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
11.

National Labor Relations Act
(The Wagner Act)

WPA
Works Progress Administration

SSA
Social Security Act

TAA
Trade Agreement Act

SCA
Soil Conservation Act

PWA
Public Works Administration
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