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1: The Causes of World War I1

Reproducibles

Newspaper Headlines from Around the World

Germans Told: Sign or Else: The German delegation to the treaty negotiations at Versailles
were told to sign the treaty or else the Allies would march into Germany. Germans were
stunned by the conditions of the treaty.
,.
United States Senate Rejects Treaty: Senate rejects Woodrow Wilson's pleas to accept the
Treaty of Versailles and the Covenant of the League of Nations in Switzerland. The League
is missing two great world powers, as the Soviets Russians aren't even asked to join.
New Party in Munich: An ultra-nationalistic party called the Nazis emerged in Munich.
The leader is Adolf Hitler, who vows to destroy the Weimer Republic and what he considers
the unfair Treaty of Versailles.
Fascists March on Rome: Followers of Fascist leader Benito Mussolini march on Rome.
King Victor Emanuel of Italy asks Mussolini to form a new government.
Hitler Beer Hall Putsch Fails: Hitler goes to prison for one year and vows to legally take
total power in Germany upon release. He writes book Mein Kampf in his spare time.
Weimer Republic Under Attack: Right wing nationalist parties, especially the Nazis, attack
the Republic. They accuse the government of being incapable of solving Germany's
economic depression.
Japan Seizes Manchuria: Renegade Japanese Imperial Army officers seize Manchuria.
Their action is approved by the Japanese government and Emperor Hirohito.
League's Lytton Commission Labels Japan Aggressor: The International Lytton
Commission of the League of Nations named Japan as the aggressor in Manchuria. The
League was unable to take any further action beyond recommending that member nations
refuse to give the Japanese puppet state of Manchukuo official recognition.
Japanese Prime Minister Assassinated: Radical Japanese military officers kill the prime
minister due to his opposition to the war in Manchuria. The militarists are gaining power
and influence in Japan's government.
Hitler Becomes Dictator: Six months after President Hindenberg named Hitler Chancellor
of Germany, Hitler is given emergency powers under the Enabling Act. He now rules by
decree, giving him the power of a dictator.
Japan Walks Out of the League: In reaction to the harsh disapproval of world opinion and
criticism over the Japanese seizure of Manchuria, the Japanese delegation walks out of the
League of Nations.
Hitler Exits the League: Adolf Hitler announces to the world that the League of Nations
has no policy of interest to Nazi Germany. He instructs the German delegation to walk.
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Nazis Open Dachau: The Nazi government in Germany has announced the opening of the
Dachau concentration camp as a place to "re-educate" people who oppose their policies. In
reality, it is a prison meant to stifle Hitler's opposition.
'>

Children in Germany Take Oath to Die for Hitler: As part of the German Youth
Organizations, children dress up in uniforms, drill like soldiers, and pledge, "Under this flag,
I swear to give all my strength to Adolf Hitler, the man who saved our country. I am willing
and ready to die for him, so help me God."
League Disarmament Conference Ends in Failure: The Disarmament Conference has
brought its talks to an end after Germany walked out of the League and withdrew from the
disarmament talks. Hitler is moving ahead with plans to increase military spending and
Germany's armed forces.
Hitler Rearms Germany: In a planned move to scrap the Treaty of Versailles, Hitler
announces that Germany will rearm. The Nazi leader is determined to make Germany a world
power, in direct opposition to the Leagues' efforts to limit armaments and ensure world peace.
Italy Invades Ethiopia: Mussolini sends Italian troops into Ethiopia. Cheering crowds in
Rome support his claims for building a new Roman Empire.

Nazis Ban Jazz Music: "Germany for Germans" is a reoccurring theme throughout
Germany, as Nazis take pride in German culture and accomplishments of the Volk. The ban
on jazz is Hitler's response to what he calls decadent American culture.
League Bans Arms to Italy: The League of Nations places a ban on the sale of weapons to
Italy due to their invasion of Ethiopia. It does not include oil. The League does not have the
power to enforce its own ruling.
Nazis Enact Nuremberg Laws: Germany shocks the world by enacting laws that eliminate
the Jewish community from the social, political, and economic life of Germany. This is the
Nazi effort to create an Arian nation of pure-blooded Germanic Volk.
Hitler Hosts Olympics: Hitler and the Nazis turn Berlin into a sports palace, a showplace
for the world to see what National Socialism has done for Germany. Tourists by the
thousands will come during the summer to see the Olympic Games.
Franco Lands in Spain: In a rapid move, General Franco and his Nationalist troops are
airlifted from Spanish Morocco in Africa and returned to Spain. It is a daring move against
the Republican Government, which is left-wing, liberal, socialist, riddled with communists,
anti-clerical, and a threat to conservative elements throughout Spain.
Adolf Hitler Sends Troops into the Rhineland: In direct violation of the Treaty of Versailles,
Hitler sends German troops into the Rhineland, the border region between France and
Germany. The democracies do nothing to stop German troops from re-occupying this area.
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People's Car Makes Debut: In the city of Wolfs burg, Adolf Hitler offers for viewing the
new Volkswagen. Nazis hope to raise national pride as they deliver to all of Germany a car
that each family could afford.
League Condemns Japanese Attack: With the fall of Shanghai, the League issues a strong
statement condemning Japan's invasion of China. Japan ignores the League, and Chinese
appeals to the League for help have been largely ignored. No country is prepared to go to
their aid.
German Troops Invade Austria: In a lightning move, German soldiers march into Austria
and accomplish Hitler's Anschluss, the joining of Austria to Hitler's Third Reich. Cheering
crowds numbered close to a million, welcoming Hitler to Vienna.
Munich Agreement Sells Out Czechoslovakia: In a dramatic move, British Prime Minister
Chamberlain flies to Munich, Germany, and caves in to Hitler's demands for the
Sudetenland. This border region of Czechoslovakia, which includes three million German
citizens, is now joined to Hitler's Reich.
League Council Urges Sanctions: The Council of the League of Nations urges individual
member nations to impose economic sanctions against Japan for its bombing of cities in
China. The League is not capable of taking any other measures to stop Japan's aggression in
China.
Germany Shocks the World: In a violent action against the non-Aryan German Jewish
community, Nazi thugs destroy hundreds of synagogues and businesses in an effort to force
the religious community to emigrate. Shattered window glass provides the event with the
name Kristallnacht, the night of broken glass.
League Steps Aside for Hitler: Adolf Hitler's territorial demands in the Sudetenland of
Czechoslovakia are appeased by England and France at the Munich Conference. The League
of Nations chose to abdicate its responsibilities for preventing aggression and conflict and
did not take an active role at the talks.
Czechoslovakia Ceases to Exist: In a bold maneuver, Hitler breaks his word and seizes
Bohemia and Moravia and the remains of Czechoslovakia, annexing these territories to the
Third Reich. Surprisingly, England and France take no action against the Germans.
Italy Invades Albania: Mussolini, pushing to extend his new Roman Empire, sends Italian
soldiers into Albania and annexes the territory. King Zog of Albania flees with his family'
and abandons his country.
Hitler Wants Danzig: Hitler has now turned his attention to Poland. He demands the return
of Danzig and the Polish Corridor to Germany. England and France threaten war if he moves
against Poland.
Hitler Invades Poland: German troops, in the early morning hours on the first day of
September 1939, move into Poland. England and France demand Germany's withdrawal or a
state of war will exist.
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