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READING 4-1: 
STEP BACK IN TIME: LIFE BEFO

MODEL T 
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Detroit Publishing Company photocrom, 
LOOKING UP BROADWAY FROM DEY STREET, 

NEW YORK CITY, 1900 
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Jenny Chandler Collection, Flushing, coming 
up from meadow (with hayrack), around 1900 
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DID YOU KNOW…? 
 

Henry Ford failed several times before finding 
success in the automobile industry.  He started 
the Detroit Automobile Company in 1899, but 
that went bankrupt whe  all the investors pulled 
out.  In 190 rd 
Company, bu e of 

n
1, he started the Henry Fo

t that also failed becaus
disagreements among investors.  In 1903, 
shortly before his 40th birthday, Ford started the 
Ford Motor Company.  And the rest is history! 

Detroit Automobile Company plant, Detroit, 
Michigan, about 1900!
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Model T chassis at Ford Motor Company plant, 
Highland Park, Michigan, about 1910 
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DID YOU KNOW…? 
 

01, a crew who had been drilling for oil 
r 
t 

rose more than 150 feet.  By the end of the 
year, mo f oil had 
been ex e of oil 

In 19
beneath the Spindletop salt dome nea
Beaumont, Texas, hit an oil gusher tha

re than 17 million gallons o
tracted.  Th  new source

ileallowed the automob  industry to flourish 
in the United States.   Ford Model T race car stuck in mud during 

Transcontinental Race from New York to 
Seattle, Washington, 1909 
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Model T engines on assembly line at Ford 
Motor Company plant, Highland Park, 

Michigan, about 1914 
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Workers assembling Model T dashboards at 
Ford Motor Company plant, Highland Park, 

Michigan, about 1913
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Street Scene, Downtown Detroit, MI, ca 1918 
Ford Model T automobiles in downtown 

Henderson, Texas, about 1920 
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g, Dearborn, Michigan, May 1927

1925 Pan-Am Gasoline Truck Delivering to 
Service Stations 
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Ford Model T with 8,000 pounds of hay, 1921 
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 and 
Pictorial Review in 1924. 

Detroit Publishing Company photograp
THREE SISTERS, TREES IN SEQUOI

h, 
A 

NATIONAL PARK, CALIFORNIA, 1922 
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